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AMAG Statement: 14th December 2009

Moving forward from the MDP 301 results: Women in Africa still need a microbicide


The AMAG Steering Committee joins advocates across Africa and globally to express our disappointment on hearing results from the MDP 301 trial today which demonstrated conclusively that Pro2000 was not effective in reducing HIV transmission.

Although the HPTN 035 results created hope for positive outcomes from the MDP 301 trial – we knew that this larger MDP 301 trial would be able to deliver conclusive evidence on the true effect of 0.5% Pro2000 to preventing HIV transmission through vaginal sex.

The results are not as we may have hoped for and research into Pro2000 will end, but the search for effective and ethically developed microbicides must not. African women are still disproportionately affected and infected by HIV and continue to demand more options to protect themselves against HIV.

We commend the nearly 9400 trial participants, trial teams, and the many community structures and persons who helped ensure the successful completion of a trial of this magnitude - and one that provided clear answers. 

In addition, the trial integrated social science throughout the life cycle of the research thereby capturing rich data on adherence, women’s experiences in the trial and on using the trial microbicide. We look forward to the sub-analyses on the results and the social science findings. This information will increase understanding, enrich the field and provide lessons in developing future trials. 

We equally look forward to the results of the CAPRISA 004 Phase 2b trial on Tenofovir gel to be released next year.

We continue to urge research bodies and sponsors to ensure that the microbicide pipeline be expanded to include products that use ARV and non-ARV mechanisms of action. African women and indeed women everywhere are still vulnerable and needs access to existing prevention tools and to an expanded range of options to protect from HIV and other STIs. 

Sincerely
AMAG Steering Committee
Amag_info@yahoo.com
-----------------

More information and materials on the results and trial can be found at: http://www.mdp.mrc.ac.uk/

GCM will be holding an advocates telebriefing on Tuesday 15th December, to discuss the findings and their implications. The call will take place at 9:00am Eastern time/4:00pm Johannesburg time. If you would like to the join the call, please email call@global-campaign.orgto register. More information can be found at http://www.global-campaign.org/MDP301.htm.
