Global Campaign for Microbicides

AWID Conference Report

Over 2000 women from around the world convenedirmergetic forum in Cape-town
from 14 -17 November 2008 under the theme Bosver of Movementdhe AWID
Forum is a point of convergence; for ideas, pembpesx and experiences, agents of
change, partnerships and commitments that aim tmrese women’s human rights
worldwide. This conference brought together actsvesnd women’s rights leaders from
around the globe. Topics addressed at the confererduded organising in conflict
situations, women in leadership and the gains thyswomen with disabilities, use of
technology for advocacy, women and the environnmeatginalised groups. However
issues surrounding violence against women wereeaddd in most of the sessions with a
largely successful march organised by the 1 in @pzagn to stop violence against
women joined by hundreds of people which again melexd the world to stop war on
women’s bodies. Training tracks included socialwmeking, digital story telling, video
and use of audio for advocacy.

The Global Campaign for Microbicides had 2 mainvéots in this forum, a talk show
and had a booth.

1. TALK SHOW

HIV Prevention Options for Women: Does the
women’s movement have time to demand woman-initiated HIV prevention right
now?’ Hosting the session was Pauline Irungu and theeptess were Tina Musuya
(Centre for Domestic Violence Prevention, UgandByudence Mabele (Positive
Women’s Network, South Africa), Grace Mukankurari§aciety for Women and AIDS
in Africa, Rwanda) and Dr Samukeliso Dube (Globahtpaign for Microbicides, South
Africa).

This session sought to answer a question to thederoAWID forum: How do we
overcome the fragmentation and overspecializatioour movements e.g. the increasing
specialization on particular issues, sectors om#®geto build bridges, common political
agendas and shared strategies? See annexed $essian
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The session discussion had rich content and shewigness among many to program
the intersect between gender based violence andpirdVvention. For some the mention
of microbicides was still a new concept. With thenelists describing the concept of



microbicides and that the idea is putting powemamen’s hands most of the session
participants expressed the urgency with which¢biscept needed to be realised.
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A good part of the discussion was centred on theafe condom and why the women'’s
movement needs to promote the use of the femaldotonCertainly more advocacy is
needed in order to have more access to the feroattom. However the need to focus on
young women and how some cultural norms and exp@ctancrease their vulnerability
further strengthened the resolve that women’s mevershould put HIV prevention on
its agenda. An example from one of the panelists that someaggea residing in
environments where virginity testing is practisegort to anal sex so that the hymen is
still intact during virginity testing )
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The issue of involvement of women living with HIVhathe prevention front was
discussed noting that the demand for access tmtesd has taken most of the organising
around HIV. Even though within the treatment fiddére are issues, there is an “untold”
silence that women should just be grateful thaty thee alive because they are on
treatmentAn example given was the use of DAT on black woni¥éns has taken energy
from having positive women as activists for preiw@mmtand the session participants
expressed keen interests on seeing this group begonvolved.

& ¢ ' (

HIV and reproductive rights
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Information dissemination strategies
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Involving young women
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Some of the contacts with other groups keen on@abyoissues were established like the
ICW for involvement of positive women in HIV prew#n, examples of organisations



which showed interestsOxfam Novib, Oxfam Canada, and Thohoyandou Victim
Empowerment Trust for the issues of the female @onbinportant issues like access to
female condoms were raised. There was also a @eommnsensus that HIV prevention
advocacy efforts should also be aligned with samaemic issues affecting women. This
in turn would enable them to stand and advocatéhfar sexual and reproductive rights.

Summary of key issues
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Appendix 1
Session Format
Session Key Questionsto the Panel
Pointers
Introduction of| « The talk show host, Pauline Irungu will introdude t
the session session by describing briefly the threat of HIV

especially for women in Africa.

» She will then outline the session objectives.

» Pauline will introduce the panel that is going tiligess
the issues and set the tone for the discussioraibing
the above key questions.

Laying the| Prudence can you describe the situation of women living
Background with HIV/AIDS, especially in Southern Africa? ArelW
positive women part of the women’s movement?

Tina, can you talk a bit about how your work in domesti




violence in eastern Africa intersects with HIV? fau see
HIV as being as much of a women’s issue as dom
violence is?

astic

Grace, what do you see as driving the rate of new HIV

infections among women in Africa?

Changing
discussion
focus

woman-initiated

prevention
options

the
ta
on

Talk show host interjects here to drive the discussion
towards woman-initiated prevention options she
explains that a number of strategies have been put in
placeto addressthe spread of HIV.

Samu, what has been the impact of these strate
especially for younger women in Africa? What needss
being done to control the spread of HIV especialtyong
women in Africa? And who is doing it?

jies,

Addressing
controversy

the

Prudence, we are talking about development of new H
prevention tools that women can initiate and uB& you
think this is something that the women’s organseineed
to demand? Or should the women’s movement be éal
mainly on the bigger picture of issues (inequakgonomic
disparities with men, lack of educational opportesi
compared to male counterparts e.t.c.) that increaseen’s
vulnerability to HIV?

us

Tina, aren’t there more pressing issues -- such
addressing the escalating gender based violentt®t-the
women’s movement need to be focusing on. Maybe
should just let the HIV/AIDS movement exert pressto
funders, governments and researchers to develop
woman-initiated HIV prevention tools since thispart of
their core business.

as

we

the

Prudence, women living with HIV have fought gallantly t
secure access to treatment. Though tremendougsetffave
been made, the goal of providing treatment fortladise
who need is yet to be achieved. If women won’t seagly
be able to get treatment if they become infectedsd't this
make the clamour/demand for new HIV preventiongdoft
women all the more important?

(@)

Grace, coming from an organisation that addresses is
of women and HIV, what can you say about this i8sls
advocacy for new tools a role of the women’s moveanoe
of the HIV/AIDS movement?

sues

A

Samu, is getting new tools women can use to protect

themselves from HIV really an SRHR issue? Shotlade
just be making men use condoms to prevent AIDS?t
this additional demand a distraction that mightttar

Is

fragment the women’s movement?




Other panédlliststo comment on thisissue

Bringing it all | Samu, many times, even when civil society advocates|say
together they are targeting young people, they really damite
younger advocates opportunities for key decisiorkinta
Do you see this going on with advocacy got around
prevention for women? Are there opportunities dotion
by young women-led organisations?

L

Grace, what roles do you think the young women-led
organisations can play?

Prudence, what do you see as the role of women livjng
with HIV in demanding for new HIV prevention toolsr
women? What is the motivation for these women?

Tina, in advocating for development of new preventjon
tools for women are there opportunitfes convergence of
efforts between the different movements (HIV/AIDS,
SRHR and women’s movements)?

Brief Summary| Talk Show host runs through a brief summary of the
of the panellists] issues and opensthefloor for questions and discussions
views

Open All panelists
discussions and
Q&A

Final summary The talk show host summaries the key points discussed
of the session | and provides an opportunity to each panelist to give a
final remark

Host thanksall participants and winds up the session

2. EXHIBITION BOOTH SUMMARY

During the AWID Forum, GCM mounted an exhibitionadbio lasting the 4 days of the
conference. Besides having conversations with thasiéng the booth, the videtn
women’s handstvas shown screened throughout the conferenceiaurat the booth.
Most participants who watched the video did so mytihe breaks. Copies of the video
were also distributed to organisations particuléiiyse working in African countries.

GCM print information materials were also distrigditincluding fact sheets, palm cards,
buttons, the Ethics report, the First 55 stepsetgaBrief and copies of GCM brochure.
Most people who visited the booth either had vétlelinformation about microbicides

or had not heard about them at all. Therefore #igbéors provided basic information

about microbicides and responded to their questidi®se visiting the booth were

encouraged to sign up for the GC News mailing list.



An AWIDForum participant receives
information materials at the GCM booth

GCM staff discusses with AWID forum
participants at the booth




