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New York Microbicides Working Group Applauds Support of

Senator Hillary Clinton for Co-Sponsoring Key Microbicides Legislation on AIDS
 
Microbicide Development Act Would Increase Funding, Accountability in Research
 
 
New York, NY (August 27, 2004)  The New York Microbicides Working Group today announced that Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton has signed on as a co-sponsor of the Microbicide Development Act.  The bipartisan legislation increases accountability and funding for the research and development of microbicides, a promising new HIV prevention technology.
 
"Current HIV prevention options are severely limited and, in many societies in the developing world, unavailable to those who need them most," said Mitchel Hawkins of the New York Microbicides Working Group, a local site of the Global Campaign for Microbicides (www.global-campaign.org).  "Prevention options such as microbicides are crucial, particularly for those women in the developing world who lack the societal and economic power to control their sexual encounters."
 
"But the great promise and hope of microbicides is not only for women in the developing world.  In 2000, AIDS was the number one cause of death for women between the ages of 25 and 34 right here in New York," added Hawkins.  "We applaud Senator Clinton for meeting this threat head on and for recognizing the great promise of microbicides for women across the globe."
 
Recently named one of the "ten most promising biotechnologies for improving global health," microbicides are a class of products currently under development that women and other receptive sex partners could apply topically in the vagina and/or rectum to prevent transmission of HIV and other infections.  Scientists are seriously pursuing over two dozen product leads, including 16 that are already in clinical testing, with six of those entering late-stage testing this year.
 
Over the next 18 months, data coming from these trials will be something policy-makers will want to watch and understand.  Many researchers believe that, with an increase in funding and cooperation, a microbicide could be available to women in developing nations within five years.  Even a partially effective microbicide could stop 2.5 million infections over three years.
 
The Microbicide Development Act would establish a Microbicide Development Branch at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and strengthen microbicide activity at the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  At present, microbicide research at the NIH - the organization spending the lion's share of federal dollars in this area - is conducted under several institutes with no single line of administrative accountability, no specific funding coordination, and varying levels of interest and commitment across institute leadership.  Responsibility for this important technology resides in a handful of mid-level program staff, and despite the undeniable commitment of those researchers who do work on microbicides, few NIH researchers can claim microbicides as a sole charge.  The Microbicide Development Act would remedy that.
 
The New York Microbicides Working Group increases awareness in local communities about the need for new sexually-transmitted-disease prevention alternatives; provides free training to clinics, women's health groups, and others about microbicides; and advocates locally and nationally for increased public investment in research and development of microbicides.
