




January 16, 2008
The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce

U.S. House of Representatives

2125 Rayburn house Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Joe Barton

Ranking Member, Committee on Energy and Commerce

U.S. House of Representatives

2322A Rayburn house Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman and Congressman Barton:

As representatives of communities dedicated to the development and widespread availability of safe and effective microbicides to prevent the spread of HIV, we are writing to respectfully request that you mark-up and report out of committee the Microbicide Development Act, H.R. 1420, as soon as possible.

As you know, women and girls increasingly bear the brunt of the HIV/AIDS epidemic worldwide, yet there are no viable prevention options they can initiate to avoid infection. Paradoxically, for complex causes highly resistant to intervention, this is particularly the case for married women faithful to their husbands.  Thus, microbicides may represent the best hope in the foreseeable future for all women to protect themselves and their newborns from contracting HIV.  Consequently, the US Government’s effort to assist in the development of microbicides for HIV prevention must be as focused, sustained, efficient, and collaborative as possible – all objectives that will be substantially furthered by enactment of the Microbicide Development Act.  

This fiscal year, the federal government will expend approximately $140 million on microbicide research and development.  The MDA will help to ensure the coordination of scientific research and clinical testing of microbicides within and among all of the relevant federal agencies – the National Institutes of Health, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Such coordination, coupled with steady funding for microbicide development and the required clinical trials, is essential to ensure the efficient use of tax dollars to develop safe and effective microbicides.   

The MDA will also help establish the sustained and focused institutional commitment and allocation of the reasonable and reliable level of resources that is vital to truly productive microbicide research and development.  Finally, its enactment will be clear and lasting evidence to the relevant governmental agencies that funding research on microbicides is a priority and that Congress is interested and will engage in continued oversight of microbicide programs.  Clinical trial results over the past year make it clear that development of HIV prevention methods that have been proven to be safe and effective will require the organizational focus and steady resource commitment stipulated in the MDA to succeed.

The Microbicide Development Act was introduced by Representatives Janice Schakowsky and Christopher Shays and currently has over 70 bipartisan cosponsors, including many members of the Energy and Commerce Committee.  We encourage you to take that support into account and, consider the importance of this legislation to ongoing efforts to prevent the global spread of HIV, and mark up and report it out of your Committee this year.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,
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