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CITIZENS DEMONSTRATE DEMAND FOR 

NEW HIV PREVENTION TECHNOLOGIES

DUBLIN, June 24, 2004 --- At a European Union-sponsored conference on new HIV prevention strategies, advocacy groups today presented petitions signed by more than 200,000 people around the globe.  Hosted by the Irish and Dutch Ministers of Development, the “Conference on New Preventive Technologies: Providing New Options to Stop the Spread of HIV/AIDS” was attended by representatives of EU member states, developing country governments, NGOs and multilateral organizations.  To underscore the urgency of the topic, civil society representatives unfurled an enormous display of petitions calling for stepped up funding and attention to anti-HIV vaccines and microbicides.  Signed by people in more than 175 countries, these petitions articulated the enormous breadth of grassroots demand that exists for additional HIV prevention tools. 
 “People worldwide are clamouring for more prevention options,” said Lori Heise, Director of the Global Campaign for Microbicides.  “At least half of all new HIV infections worldwide are occurring among women, millions of whom lack the power to insist on either condoms or mutual monogamy,” Heise added.  “With no way of protecting themselves, how can they be expected to prevent HIV spread?”  

“The development of vaccines and microbicides are the critical missing links in a truly comprehensive response to the AIDS epidemic,” said Mitchell Warren, executive director of the AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC), a New York-based consumer group.
Despite over a decade of research, no AIDS vaccines or microbicides (gels and crèmes designed to be applied topically before sex to protect against HIV) are yet available.  The advocates want to speed the testing of experimental products in clinical trials and spur the development of additional products.
While microbicide advocates collected the paper petitions presented today in Dublin, AIDS vaccine advocates have also been calling forcefully for significant new resources to be devoted worldwide to AIDS vaccine research and development.  Hundreds of thousands since 2001 have signed on to the “Global Call for Action for AIDS Vaccines” mobilized by the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative.  “The vaccines and microbicides petitions,” Warren observed, “represent the countless number of infections that can be averted with these new technologies.”
Warren called for “a broad, sustainable response — including funding, capacity, infrastructure, community involvement and realistic expectations — to help accelerate the process from basic science, to product development, through multiple clinical trials and, eventually to safe, efficacious, accessible and affordable products in the hands of those who need them most.” 
HIV/AIDS has been on the forefront of Ireland’s EU Presidency and both Heise and Warren noted that this occasion – the official handing over of the new prevention technologies agenda from the Irish to the Dutch Presidency – was of critical importance.  “Awareness of the need for microbicides and vaccines has been growing among EU policy makers,” said Heise. “But we felt it necessary to show the urgency with which the public is calling for unprecedented investment to develop additional HIV prevention tools. The time for that investment is now.”
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The Global Campaign for Microbicides is a broad-based international coalition of organizations working to accelerate access to microbicides and other new HIV prevention options for women.  Its work with NGO partners worldwide is coordinated by secretariats in Washington DC and Brussels.

The AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC) is a community and consumer-based organization that uses education, outreach policy analysis and advocacy to accelerate the ethical development and global delivery of vaccines against HIV/AIDS. AVAC speaks with an objective voice, informed by close partnerships with advocates, community organizations, researchers and policy makers.

