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GC EUROPE UPDATE


Dear Colleagues and Friends,

We recognise that in these busy times, many of you do not have time to read GC News from cover to cover. It is possible that new Global Campaign developments and projects underway here in Brussels may have escaped your attention, so we have compiled this update to inform you and your colleagues.

New staff member in Brussels

We are delighted to announce that Arwa Meijer has joined us here in Brussels to support the European work. Arwa, who speaks fluent Dutch, English, French and Spanish, will focus on communications and event coordination. She comes to us with a strong NGO background and familiarity with the pharmaceutical industry. Arwa is available to answer your questions or provide further information about any aspect of our work. You can reach her direct on +32 (0)2 507 1229 or email ameijer@path.org.
EC funding finally comes through!

After the closure of IFH in 2004, the European Commission agreed to transfer the grant for microbicides networking and advocacy to the Global Campaign. We received these funds at the beginning of September and are in the process of finalizing the remaining seed grant funding for a few European NGOs. The grant – and with it the seed funding - comes to a close in April 2006, so we are phasing out the activities supported by the EC and moving ahead with other grants, including one from Gates.

Our microbicides exhibit to tour Europe

The photographic exhibit ‘In Her Mother’s Shoes’ which has been on tour in the US since early 2005 will soon come to Europe. The exhibit features a photo-essay originally published in the Seattle Times. London will have the privilege of hosting the exhibit first in recognition of the UK presidency of the EU during the week of World AIDS Day. Interact Worldwide, host of the UK Campaign for Microbicides, is leading the project. From there, the exhibit will travel to Belgium and Ireland. If you would like the exhibit to visit your city in 2006, please get in touch with Arwa as there are still some spaces available.

Parliamentary Question on microbicides

At GC Europe’s request, a Labour MEP for Scotland, Catherine Stihler, has submitted a question on funding for microbicide trials to the European Commission and the European Council. The Commission and Member States will have to report to Parliament on what funding they have given to date to the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP). The answers are expected before the end of November. For more information on how we are working with MEPs, please contact Rebekah at rwebb@global-campaign.org.

National campaigns build

French-based NGOs AIDES, the French Movement for Family Planning and their colleagues in Paris have had a very active year in raising awareness about microbicides. They launched a postcard campaign on International Women’s Day which generated thousands of pieces of mail. The postcards called for greater action and investment in microbicides from the French government and the European Commission. We learned that the EC alone had received a stack of postcards at least a foot high. Officials congratulated all the partners for helping them to raise awareness and secure commitment within their own teams for microbicide research and development. 

The UK Campaign for Microbicides now has a Steering Committee open to all UK NGOs who endorse the GCM goals and continues to hold meetings once a quarter. Membership has expanded to 13 organisations. Two new working groups have been established to take the work of the Committee forward: the UK rectal microbicides working group, and the African Diaspora working group. For more information, contact Suzanne Church on +44 (0) 20 7241 8511 or email churchs@interactworldwide.org.

In Spain, local efforts by GTT and Creacion Positiva have resulted in a strong support from the Spanish government to the concept of microbicides. In 2004, these organisations hosted a symposium on microbicides in Madrid in which the Secretary of the National AIDS Plan gave the keynote address. Spain was one of only two countries to mention the importance of microbicides at a recent EU conference in Brussels. 

‘In Women’s Hands’ receives acclaim

We have received incredibly positive feedback from Europeans about our new short film on microbicides. With a 10-minute and 25-minute version on one DVD, many NGOs are now using it as a perfect way to introduce new audiences to the topic. A recent screening in Brussels attracted 20 people from a diverse range of organisations. Copies are now available for purchase via our website: http://www.global-campaign.org/orderfilm.htm. NGOs based in developing countries can get their copy free of charge.

Upcoming events:

‘Brussels Briefing’: On 7th October, the Global Campaign and the International Partnership for Microbicides will hold a joint briefing in Brussels to discuss the vital importance of increased investment in microbicides with EU institutions. Speakers will include Mr Lastschenko, Belgian Special Envoy for the fight against AIDS, Francoise Welter of GNP+ and H.E. Mrs. dos Santos Lucas, Mozambican Ambassador to Belgium and the EU. For more information, please contact Arwa on ameijer@path.org.

‘Women: Facing HIV in our Wider Europe’: A European seminar on Women and HIV will be held in Paris from October 6-8th, organised by AIDS Action and Integration. Maria Jose Vazquez from the International Community of Women Living with HIV (ICW) will give a presentation on microbicides and how they will add to women’s prevention options. 

Website latest…

Our webpages have recently been updated to include the latest information on our endorsers and partners. We hope to make changes in the coming months to improve the accessibility of the European site, particularly to Spanish and French speakers. We welcome your suggestions. For now, you can visit us at: http://www.global-campaign.org/GCEurope.htm 

To subscribe to GC News for updates on our work across the globe every fortnight, please visit: http://www.global-campaign.org/signupGCNews.htm 
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