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Global Campaign
FOR Microbicides




The Global Campaign for Microbicides showcases HIV-prevention advocacy at the 2010 International Microbicides Conference 

The Global Campaign for Microbicides (GCM) is a civil society organization working to ensure the ethical and accelerated development and widespread access to new and existing HIV-prevention options—especially for women.  The organization will take a prominent role in the upcoming 2010 International Microbicides Conference (M2010) in Pittsburgh, PA, USA from 22 May to 25 May, 2010, facilitating critical meetings and disseminating information to the advocates, researchers, policymakers, and other stakeholders attending.  


Launch of the Communications Handbook for Clinical Trials 

The Microbicides Media and Communications Initiative (MMCI)—an initiative of the Global Campaign for Microbicides—will introduce its new publication, the Communications Handbook for Clinical Trials, developed in conjunction with Family Health International (FHI).  A reception will be held on Monday evening, 24 May at 6:15 in the Westmoreland Room, 2nd Floor, Westin Convention Center Hotel, Pittsburgh. 

The M2010 Advocates’ Pre-Conference Workshop

GCM and partners will hold a free, day-long pre-conference workshop before the start of the official opening ceremony. The event will feature seasoned advocates and researchers from the HIV- prevention research field who will provide new and experienced advocates, community representatives, and trial staff with the latest updates and previews on topics to be presented at the conference.  Highlights include: 

· Keynote speaker Dr. Salim Abdool Karim of the Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, who will soon announce the findings of the first late-stage clinical trial of a candidate microbicide containing an ARV.
· An expert panel, moderated by journalist Gus Cairn, that will debate “hot issues” in the field of HIV-prevention research. 

· An array of thematic skills-building sessions including an introduction to new prevention technologies and pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), a short course on prevention research literacy and ethics, and training on advocacy and campaign building. 
Oral Presentations & Poster Sessions

GCM and partners will present nine abstracts, three as oral presentations and six as poster sessions: 

	Oral Presentations & Poster Sessions
	

	Title
	Session Type

	Using Innovative Participatory Learning Activities to Enhance Understanding of Clinical Trials
	Poster

	Leveraging Web-based Technology to Build the Capacity and Knowledge of Advocates
	Poster

	Virtual or In-Person?: Evaluating the Impact and Cost-Effectiveness of New Teaching Methods to Expand HIV Prevention Research Literacy
	Poster 

	Contraception and Family Planning in HIV Prevention Trials: Current Practice and Stakeholder Perspectives
	Poster

	Identifying priorities, gaps and opportunities in prevention research through community advocacy: How the AVAC-GCM HIV Prevention Research Advocates Fellowship Program is Nurturing Emerging Leaders
	Poster & Poster Discussion 

	“No Man Can Serve Two Masters”: The Intersection of Recruitment and Education by Community Educators
	Oral Presentation

	The Community Involvement Community of Practice: A Model for Collaboration in the Field 
	Poster

	Grassroots to Government: The Role of Community Advocates in Mobilizing Government Support for Microbicide and Prevention Research: Case Study of South Africa and Kenya 
	Oral Presentation

	How Much Is Enough?: Standards of Prevention in HIV Prevention Trials
	Poster

	Communications Challenges: How the Internet and 24-hour Media Affect Local Dissemination of Trial Results

	Oral Presentation


GCM staff members were invited by conference organizers to present at or moderate the following sessions:


	Invited Sessions
	

	Title
	Session Type

	Balancing microbicide efficacy with community availability, Dr. Samu Dube
	Invited Presentation

	For Whom and How – Partnerships in Prevention, Yasmin Halima
	Invited Moderator

	Product Selection Strategies Symposium, Yasmin Halima
	Invited Panelist

	Advocating for HIV Prevention Poster Discussion
	Invited Moderator


The M2010 Advocates’ Corner

GCM and collaborators will manage an interactive area where delegates representing community, advocacy, and civil society can gather to dialogue, exchange ideas, network, and build solidarity. The M2010 Advocates’ Corner will host informal dialogs and information sessions designed to address advocates’ need for expanded knowledge and skills, including hosted discussions among advocates and scientific experts. 


Standards of Prevention in HIV Prevention Trials  Satellite Symposium
On Sunday evening, 23 May at 6:15 GCM—along with UNAIDS and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control—will sponsor a satellite session entitled "Standards of Prevention in HIV Prevention Trials" to formally debate key ethical and practical question regarding the design and implementation of future clinical trials.

Microbicides Media and Communications Initiative’s 
Training & Resource Center 

Throughout the conference, the Microbicides Media and Communications Initiative (MMCI) will host a training and resource center, offering specialized communication consultations during the official conference breaks to microbicide researchers, trial staff, and advocates. Those who visit the center will have the opportunity to tape mock media interviews and have MMCI members—who are communication specialists in their fields—provide critiques and offer tips for conducting effective media interviews. The center will also provide: 

· guidance on developing communications plans for HIV prevention research studies and advocacy campaigns;

· answers to general communications questions; and 

· tips on how to proactively engage with media.

Representatives of the following organizations will be among the voluntary trainers: AVAC, City University, London, CONRAD,  FHI, Global Campaign for Microbicides, MDP, and Population Council.    

Outreach
Updates on GCM’s presence at M2010 are available on the GCM website at www.global-campaign.org/M2010.htm.
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