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The word  "mic robic ides" refers to a  range of d ifferent p roduc ts tha t sha re one c ommon c ha rac teristic : the 
ab ility to p revent the sexua l transmission of HIV and  other sexua lly transmitted  infec tion (STIs) when app lied  
top ic a lly.  Mic rob ic ides c ould  offer women the op tion to inc rease their p rotec tion aga inst HIV/ STIs when used  
w ith a  c ondom or when c ondom use is not possib le. With the right type of politic a l w ill and  pub lic  sec tor 
support a  mic rob ic ide c ould  be p rod uc ed  and  made w idely ava ilab le in many forms, inc lud ing  gels, c reams, 
suppositories, films, or a s a  sponge or ring  tha t releases the ac tive ingred ient over time. A rec ent study 
c onduc ted  by the Roc kefeller Founda tion demonstra ted  tha t even a  60% effic ac ious mic rob ic ide c ould  avert 
over 2.5 million c ases of HIV in women over 3 yea rs. 
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The Globa l Campa ign for Mic rob ic ides (GCM) is a  b road -based , interna tiona l effort to build  support among 
polic ymakers, op inion leaders, and  the genera l pub lic  for inc reased  investment into mic rob ic ides and  other 
user-c ontrolled  p revention methods.  Through advoc ac y, p olic y ana lysis, and  soc ia l sc ienc e resea rc h, the 
Campa ign works to ac c elera te p roduc t development, fac ilita te w idespread  ac c ess and  use, and  p rotec t 
the needs and  interests of users, espec ia lly women. 
 
The Globa l Campa ign pursues its work through a  sma ll c ore sta ff and  by fund ing  pa rtner organiza tions to 
pursue ac tivities tha t d irec tly advanc e the Campa ign goa ls and  ob jec tives.  The Campa ign Sec reta ria t is 
housed  a t PATH (Progra m for App rop ria te Tec hnology in Hea lth), a  g loba l organiza tion tha t spec ia lizes in the 
hea lth of women and  c hild ren. 
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Mic robic ides would be the most important innovation in reproduc tive health sinc e the Pill. 

About the Global Campaign for Mic robic ides 
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In 2003, writer Paula  Boc k and  photographer Betty Udesen of the Sea ttle Times 
traveled  to Zimbabwe to get a  first hand  look a t the rea lity of HIV/ AIDS.  The 
resulting  photo-essay, “ In Her Mother’ s Shoes” , portrays the persona l 
strugg les aga inst AIDS in Zimbabwe. The a rtic le foc uses on one of the 11 million 
AIDS orphans in sub -Saharan Afric a  – Martha  – who has rec ently lost her mother 
and  fa ther to AIDS and  must now fac e a  world  where women have little op tions 
to p rotec t themselves from bec oming yet another sta tistic . 
 
Their resulting  essay p rovides a  c ompelling  ac c ount of c itizens and  polic y 
makers should  c a re a bout g loba l AIDS and  embrac e resea rc h into new 
p revention tec hnolog ies - espec ia lly for women.   

 

Photo by Betty Udesen from “In 
Her Mother’s Shoes” 
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The Globa l Campa ign for Mic rob ic ides believes tha t Boc k and  Udesen have p roduc ed  a  gripp ing  visua l 
rep resenta tion for deep ening  the understand ing  of women’ s vulnerab ilities and  the role tha t new p revention 
tec hnolog ies, suc h as mic rob ic ides and  the fema le c ondom, c ould  p lay in reduc ing  women’s risk.  In 2004 the 
Campa ign worked  c losely w ith Boc k, Udesen and  The Sea ttle Times to adap t this remarkab le photo-essa y for a  
traveling  exhib it so tha t others c ould  b reak through the mind -numb ing  sta tistic s tha t often serves as a  ba rrier to  
understand ing . The story was c oup led  w ith informa tion tha t highlights the limited  op tions young women have to 
p rotec t themselves and  the impac t tha t mic rob ic ides c ould  have.  
 
The result - "Giving  Women Power Over AIDS" – is a  museum-qua lity, traveling  exhib it. It is c omprised  of ten 
doub le-sided  panels tha t a re 6©7"x35.5". On a vera ge the entire exhib it requires 800 sq ua re feet of sp ac e. One side 
of the exhib it w ill d isp lay an adap ta tion of “ In Her Mother’ s Shoes” , inc lud ing  enla rged  rep roduc tions of selec t 
photography from story. The other side w ill p rovide a  b rief overview of the g loba l need  for mic rob ic ides and  its 
development (see d iagram below).  In add ition to panels, portab le tab les have been c onstruc ted  on whic h 
a rtifac ts from sub -Sahara n Afric a  tha t rep resent key idea s and  themes in the exhib it a re d isp layed .   The exhib it is 
enhanc ed  by ac c ompa nying  ma teria ls whic h tell the story of why mic rob ic ides would  be a  c ritic a l new tool for 
add ressing  the HIV pandemic .  
 
 

        Layout of “ Giving Women Power Over AIDS”  exhibit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ Giving  Women Power Over AIDS”  is designed  to educ a te the pub lic  and  polic ymakers worldw ide about the 
na ture of women’ s HIV p revention needs and  urge them to take ac tion as the development of mic rob ic ides 
depends la rgely on pub lic  funds.  It is now being  used  as a  c enterp iec e for an educ a tion c ampa ign to ra ise 
awareness and  support for mic rob ic ide resea rc h and  g loba l AIDS fund ing .   
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“ Giving Women Power Over AIDS” - A Traveling Photo Exhib it 

 

 

With support from the Globa l Coa lition on Women and  AIDS (an 
initia tive of UNAIDS) and  Globa l Campa ign for Mic rob ic ides 
sites the exhib it began a  10-c ity tour in Oc tober 2004 to d raw 
a ttention to the issues to whic h it g ives voic e.  These sites work 
c losely w ith the sec reta ria t of the Campa ign and  a re hosted  by 
loc a l family p lanning  and / or HIV groups. To da te, “ Giving  
Women Power Over AIDS”  has traveled  to Philadelphia , Sea ttle, 
Washing ton D.C. and  Atlanta  and  has been fea tured  a t 
c ommunity c enters, universities, pub lic  lib ra ries and  a  museum. 
It w ill go on to Connec tic ut, Ba ltimore, Boston, San Franc isc o, 
Los Angeles, Sac ramento and  Chic ago.  
 

 

To organize a showing of the exhib it p lease c ontac t Katie West at the Global Campaign for Mic robic ides 
at 202-822-0033 or kwest@path-dc .org 

 
For more information about the exhib it, p lease visit www.global-c ampaign.org/ exhib it.htm  

 

To view the full artic le “ In Her Mother’s Shoes go to www.seattletimes.c om/ a ids�
 


