Dear (INSERT NAME):

I am writing to you in request of your participation in an upcoming HIV/AIDS advocacy event here at (INSERT NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL). On (INSERT DATE OF IWH SCREENING), S4M (OR INSERT NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION) will be holding a screening of “In Women’s Hands,” a documentary produced by the Global Campaign for Microbicides. “In Women’s Hands” discusses the need for microbicides, and the importance of advocacy in the development of a successful microbicide. There will be a discussion following the film and I think your area of study and expertise can contribute greatly to this discussion. You can read more about the film at http://www.global-campaign.org/film.htm.
If you are unfamiliar with microbicides, here is a brief overview:

The term “microbicides” describes a new type of product being developed that people could use vaginally or rectally to protect themselves from HIV and possibly other sexually transmitted infections. For women who do not have the social or economic power to demand fidelity and condom use, microbicides would provide an effective prevention and protection tool that does not require consent from their partners. Women need to have access to microbicides that can prevent pregnancy and microbicides that do not interfere with getting pregnant.  “Dual-action” contraceptive microbicides could provide both pregnancy and STI prevention to women wishing to meet both needs with one product. It has been estimated that the use of even a moderately effective microbicide in lower income countries could prevent two and a half million HIV/STI infections in just three years. Microbicides are not yet available and are currently in clinical trials throughout the world. Microbicide research and development is in desperate need of increased funding and legislative support. Visit http://www.global-campaign.org/about_microbicides.htm#funding to learn more.

Advocacy is at the heart of the microbicide effort and it is vital that students take on this pressing issue.  Microbicide advocacy, like the issue itself, can take on many forms and spreads across a multitude of languages, races, and nations. The one unifying and empowering principle is that all methods and forms of advocacy positively contribute to the global microbicide effort. For advocates today, the prospect of the successful microbicide and the potential for true progress in the struggle against HIV/AIDS sustain and inspire innovative campaigns to continue fighting for something that will oppose social injustice and save countless lives.

I hope that this event will inspire other students on our campus to advocate for microbicides.

I hope that you will consider joining our event and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

(INSERT NAME HERE)

Please feel free to contact me at: (INSERT PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS)

