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Kenya unveils its first Women’s HIV Prevention Champion

PRESS RELEASE

8 September, 2010

Sharon Mina Olago, who co-stars as Violet in the MTV drama series titled Shuga, was crowned the first women’s HIV prevention champion during the 1st Kenya Women’s HIV Prevention Symposium, held at the Panari Hotel from 31 August to 1 September 2010. 

The symposium was organised by the National AIDS Control Council in partnership with the Global Campaign for Microbicides and co-sponsors Action Aid Kenya, KANCO, Liverpool VCT, GTZ, UNAIDS, UNIFEM, among others.  The forum focused on identifying what needs to be done differently to ensure that HIV prevention programmes meet the needs of women, who make up the majority of people living with HIV in Africa. 

Although Kenya declared HIV a national disaster more than a decade ago, women—

particularly those under age 30—have continued to get infected. According to the latest Kenya AIDS Indicator Survey report (2008/9), young women aged 15 to 24 have six times more HIV infections than their male counterparts. HIV takes a toll on women when they are infected and also when family members are living with the disease, since women are typically the care providers. The inequality that exists between women and men in society continues to fuel infections, especially among younger women. Some key factors that lead to HIV infections among women include a lack of economic empowerment, limited HIV-prevention methods that women can use, sociocultural norms and practices that expose women to HIV infection (such as gender- based violence), and multiple concurrent sexual partners.  

During this symposium, HIV service and women organisations, community members, government representatives, researchers, donors, and other stakeholders discussed and made recommendations on ways of ensuring that women in Kenya are better protected against HIV. This meeting not only considered programmes but also identified areas that require further research to better understand how to prevent and reduce new infections, especially among the most affected categories of women. Information on recent advances in research for new products that women could use to protect themselves from HIV infections, particularly microbicides, was also discussed.  
“This symposium is about putting women first. It marks an important milestone in Kenya’s response to the HIV pandemic. It recognizes that women bear the greatest burden when it comes to HIV,” said Yasmin Halima, director of the Global Campaign for Microbicides  “We are delighted to be co-hosts—with civil society, community groups, and government partners—to what we hope will become the premier annual HIV-prevention forum for women in Kenya.”

In order to sustain the campaign for HIV prevention especially among the young women who are the most affected, Sharon was crowned and commissioned as the first women’s HIV prevention champion, a role that she will take on for two years. In this role, she will represent the voice of millions of young women who face the threat of HIV infection daily.  She will serve as an ambassador among her peers as well as among national and international agencies working to stem the impact of HIV on women. Sharon will be involved in various activities to promote HIV prevention. Her responsibilities include facilitating dialog among young women to address the issues they face daily that predispose them to HIV infection.  She will encourage the development of creative ways to connect women—especially the most vulnerable—with organisations providing services.  She will even lobby policy makers and funding agencies to step up efforts to help women protect themselves from HIV infection.

Sharon will be backed up and supported by a team of highly experienced professional women drawn from the organisations that co-hosted the Women’s Prevention symposium in her new role. 
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For more information, please contact the undersigned on +254 20 3877 177 or PIrungu@path.org. 

Pauline Irungu

East Africa Coordinator

Global Campaign for Microbicides
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