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women must rely on their ma
especially in the developing
condom use, particularly in 1
barrier methods also pose an
initiated method of prevenho

le partners to be faithful or to use condoms. Many women,
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could prevent 2.5 million infections over three years and that gradual introduction of newer and
better microbicides could ultimately save a generation of women. Topical microbicides,
therefore, represent a critical element in a comprehensive strategy to fight the HIV/AIDS
pandemic.

How Does the Microbicide Development Act Foster Microbicide Development?
Advances have been made in the development of microbicides in recent years. By Ehe end of
2006, there were 36 organizations involved in microbicide R&D, with ten microbiéide

candidates currently in clinical development and over thirty in preclinical development. In fact,
many prominent scientists believe that an effective microbicide could be available in the next
five to ten years. We cannot let this momentum slow; we must continue to prioritiz%e microbicide
research and development. According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Disease, “with leadership, collaborative effort, sufficient financial

resources, and product development expertise, a microbicide is within reach.”

For more information or to cosponsor, please contact Susan Walch with Rep. Schakowsky’s
office at 5-2111, Marissa Varnadore with Rep. Shays’ office at 5-5541, Dora Hughes with
Senator Obama’s office at 42854, or Bill Pewen with Senator Snowe’s office at 4-5344.
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