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Sign on to S.823 and H.R. 1420

The Microbicides Development Act of 2007
Updated 28 March 2007

Women and girls are the new face of HIV/AIDS, and are increasingly affected by the disease in every region of the world.  Notwithstanding important efforts to meaningfully address the global HIV epidemic, according to the latest UN report, the unrelenting rise in HIV incidence among women continues, with women and girls in Sub-Saharan Africa bearing the brunt of the epidemic.   At the same time, women and men right here in the U.S. need new HIV prevention options as well. 
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Named one of the "10 most promising biotechnologies for improving global health," and hailed as one of the world’s most promising new HIV-prevention technologies at the 2006 Toronto AIDS Conference, microbicides are a class of products currently under development that women could apply topically to prevent transmission of HIV and other infections. Microbicides could come in a variety of forms, including gels, creams or rings that would release the drug slowly over days or weeks. 

Many scientists believe that, with an increase in funding and coordination, a microbicide could be available to women in developing nations in five to ten years. Mathematical models predict that even a partially-effective microbicide could stop 2.5 million infections over three years.. 

Right now, barely 3% of the US budget for HIV/AIDS research -- three cents of every dollar -- is spent on developing microbicides.  With the support the Microbicide Development Act provides, we could have an effective microbicide within 5 years.  Without it, it's likely to take a lot longer.

Three federal agencies are involved in microbicide research and development: the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  NIH spends the lion's share of federal dollars in this area. In promoting the issue and fostering scientific inquiry, NIH leadership is critical. 

Right now, microbicide research at NIH is conducted under several institutes with no single line of administrative accountability, no specific funding coordination, highly variable levels of interest and commitment across institute leadership, and some degree of competition.  Over the last two years the CDC and USAID have expanded their microbicide portfolios. Without overall federal coordination of the type required by the MDA, costly inefficiencies and unproductive duplication of effort may result. 

S.823 and H.R. 1420, Microbicide Development Act of 2007 would: 
1. Establish a dedicated unit to microbicide research and development within the NIH’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases -- thus creating a single line of administrative accountability and funding coordination.

2. Authorize funding increases as needed at the CDC, NIH and USAID for the development of microbicidal products; and  

3. Require coordination between NIH and other Federal agencies supporting microbicide development, including the CDC and USAID. 
More specifically…

Title I: Microbicides at the National Institutes of Health 

· Provides statutory direction to ensure that NIH makes the appropriate organizational changes to prioritize microbicide research and development.

· Directs the Director of the NIH Office of AIDS Research to “expand, intensify, and coordinate” the range of activities at NIH relating to microbicides.

· Requires the Director of the Office of AIDS Research to coordinate NIH work on microbicides with his/her counterpart at USAID and CDC, as well as with the research and advocacy communities.  

· Directs the Director of NIAID to make adequate funding of the Microbicide Trials Network and other programs for supporting microbicides clinical trials a high priority.

· Requires enhanced reporting on NIH’s microbicide activities to Congress, ensuring better understanding, coordination, and oversight.

· Authorizes “such sums as may be necessary” for microbicide activities at NIH.

Title II: Microbicides at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

· Directs the Director of the CDC to fully implement its microbicide agenda, including laboratory and behavioral research, and to dedicate appropriate staff to the effort.

· Requires CDC to engage in enhanced annual reporting on its activities in coordination with NIH.

· Authorizes “such sums as may be necessary” for microbicide activities at CDC. 

Title III: Microbicides at US Agency for International Development

· Directs the head of the Office of HIV/AIDS at USAID to develop and implement a “Microbicide Agenda” to support the development of microbicides for the prevention of HIV/AIDS and to facilitate widespread availability of such products after development.

· Directs the head of the Office of HIV/AIDS to ensure that USAID has sufficient staff to implement the Microbicide Agenda.

· Requires more complete reporting, in consultation with NIH, on USAID’s microbicide activities.
· Authorizes “such sums as may be necessary” for microbicide activities at USAID.


The Microbicide Development Act of 2007 was introduced in the House of Representatives and the Senate on 8 March 2007, International Women’s Day. 
In the Senate, S.823 was introduced by Senator Barack Obama and Senator Olympia Snowe.  As of 26 March 2007, cosponsors include:

Bingaman, Jeff [NM] 

Boxer, Barbara [CA]
Brown, Sherrod [OH] 

Clinton, Hillary R. [NY]
Dodd, Christopher [CT] 

Durbin, Richard J. [IL]
Kerry, John F. [MA]
Leahy, Patrick J. [VT] 

Obama, Barack [IL]
Schumer, Charles [NY]
Smith, Gordon H. [OR]

Snowe, Olympia [ME]

In the House of Representatives, H.R. 1420 was introduced by Rep. Jan Schakowsky and Rep. Chris Shays.  As of 26 March 2007, cosponsors include:

Bean, Melissa L. [IL]

Berman, Howard L. [CA]

Brown, Corrine [FL]

Capps, Lois [CA]

Davis, Danny K. [IL]

Davis, Susan A. [CA]

DeGette, Diana [CO]

Emanuel, Rahm [IL]

Eshoo, Anna G. [CA]

Grijalva, Raul M. [AZ]

Hirono, Mazie K. [HI]

Jackson-Lee, Sheila [TX ]

Kirk, Mark Steven [IL]

Lee, Barbara [CA]

Matsui, Doris O. [CA]

McDermott, Jim [WA]

McNulty, Michael R. [NY]

Norton, Eleanor Holmes [DC] 

Schakowsky, Jan [IL]

Schwartz, Allyson Y. [PA]

Shays, Christopher [CT]
Stark, Fortney Pete [CA]

For more information, contact Bindiya Patel at the Global Campaign for Microbicides, bpatel@global-campaign.org, 609 258 6967.










Help put the power of HIV prevention in women’s hands…









