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April 2007 Action Alert!
Take 5 minutes TODAY to expand HIV prevention options for women
 

Visit www.global-campaign.org to ask your legislators to 
Sign on to the Microbicide Development Act.
 

Hailed as one of the world’s most promising new HIV-prevention technologies at the 2006 Toronto AIDS Conference, microbicides are a class of products currently under development that women could apply topically to prevent transmission of HIV and other infections. Microbicides could come in a variety of forms, including gels, creams or rings that would release the drug slowly over days or weeks. 

 

Women are the new face of AIDS.  Globally, approximately 7,000 women are infected with HIV every day.  Because of their social and biological vulnerabilities, infection rates among young women are especially high. Right here at home, AIDS is now the number one cause of death among African American women aged 25-34.

             

Barely 3% of the US budget for HIV/AIDS research – only three cents of every dollar -- is spent on efforts to find a safe, effective microbicide.  With the support this bill provides, we could have one on the market in the next five years.  Without such support, it's likely to take a lot longer!

 

Why the Act?
Three federal agencies do microbicide research and development -- the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  But no one branch, unit, office, or person is in charge of coordinating all of the research.  The goal of the Microbicide Development Act (MDA) is to achieve better coordination and expanded resources for microbicide research and development activities at the NIH, CDC and USAID.  

 

What is the status of the Microbicide Development Act in April 2007?
The MDA (H.R. 1420 / S.823) was introduced in Congress by Senator Barack Obama (D-IL), Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), and Rep. Chris Shays (R-CT).  As of 30 March 2007, there were 22 sponsors in the House and 13 sponsors in the Senate.  
 

What can you do?
E-mail your Representatives. Go to www.global-campaign.org/legislativeadvocacy.htm/ and click on the “Write to Congress ” box at the top of the page.  There, you can access either a ready-made letter you can send or you can write your own. 

 

Call your representative and leave a message as simple as: "I am calling to ask the Representative / Senator to sign on to the Microbicide Development Act.  This bill can make a major difference in fighting AIDS both here in the U.S. and globally.”  Find your representative’s phone number at www.house.gov / www.senate.gov 
 

Remember! Your legislators work for you.  Tell them that microbicides are important to you.
 

Want more information?
Visit the Global Campaign website: www.global-campaign.org or contact us:

c/o PATH, 1800 K Street NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20006

Phone: +1 (202) 822-0033  Fax: +1 (202) 457-1466  Email: info@global-campaign.org
 

The Global Campaign for Microbicides is a broad based, international coalition working to accelerate access to new HIV prevention options.

