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Call your legislators and ask them to 
Support the Microbicide Development Act
Many thanks to the American Medical Student Association for this info
 
CONSIDER ORGANIZING A LOCAL CALL-IN DAY:

Adapt the email action alert to let people know that advocates in your city/state will all be calling your legislators’ offices on a particular day.  Include phone numbers in the email to make it especially easy, or refer people to www.senate.gov / www.house.gov 


INFO YOU CAN USE WHEN CALLING IN: See the many resources (especially the advocates factsheet and Q&A document) at www.global-campaign.org/legislativeadvocacy.htm 

WHEN TO CALL: It is best to call during office hours. If not, you can leave a message. These calls are NOT supposed to be long (max 3 mins)! 

THE WAY CALLS WORK: By calling your senator or representative, your issue will be "heard." Senators and representatives correlate the number of calls on an issue with public opinion. For every call, an elected official assumes there are many others who care about the issue as well. It is protocol for the office to discuss the most frequently cited issue from the previous week in their meetings every Monday. In other words, the calls are not pointless!

HOW TO CALL-IN:

1) Start off your call by reading the first line at the top of the call-in script (about who you are and where your from)

2) Chose one box from each of the three columns in the call-in script and read across. If you want to tweak what is written in the boxes so that it sounds more natural or is more catered to your personal experience, even better!

3) Practice.  Be professional in tone and speak naturally.  (The script is meant as a guide.  Just make sure the ask (in the third column) is clear.)
4) Call the office.
5) Make your statement and be clear about the ask.  If you call after business hours, simply leave a message.  
6) You may be asked to give your address at some point.
7) Repeat your call to as many of the offices as you have time for
Call-in script for the Microbicides Development Act

Pick one box from each column

“Hi, my name is (your name) and I live in (name of town) OR I’m a student at (name of school) in (your state).”

	Personal Touch
	Issue Detail
	“The Ask”

	My trip to Africa showed me that AIDS is a devastating crisis (personal story)…
	Women need to be empowered to prevent HIV transmission by negotiating delay in sexual debut, female condom use, and other technology that puts the power to protect themselves in women’s hands.  
	Please tell Senator/Representative ___ that his/her lead is needed in the fight against AIDS, by supporting the S.823 / H.R.1420, the Microbicides Development Act.  This bill authorizes additional funding for microbicide development as needed.  It also requires the National Institute of Health to establish a branch dedicated to microbicide research and to expand and coordinate the research of all three federal branches (NIH, CDC, and USAID).



	As a health professional/future physician, it is important to me that we take every step to fight the AIDS crisis at home and abroad, which means we need to address the needs of those most vulnerable to infection.
	Young women are particularly vulnerable to HIV infection.  Young women make up 75% of 15- 24-year-olds living with HIV/AIDS, and the percentage continues to rise.  
	

	As a person of faith, I am deeply concerned about the 40 million people worldwide infected with HIV.  I am calling to urge Representative ____ to meet the challenge and do more for women and girls in AIDS-stricken countries in Africa…
	Despite their increased vulnerability, women and girls, on average, know less than men and boys about HIV and how it is transmitted.   The do not have the knowledge or means to protect themselves from infection.
	

	I/My community/family/friend is impacted by HIV/AIDS and we need Representative ____ to help us at home and abroad.
	We must provide women the knowledge and means to prevent HIV infection, increasing access to male and female condoms, microbicides, and providing the skills to negotiate their use.  
	

	I really appreciated Senator ____’s strong leadership on HIV/AIDS.  I want to ask that he/she lead on an additional issue:  comprehensive prevention programs for women and girls.  
	There are currently 40 million people with HIV and the epidemic shows no sign of abating.
	


Thank you very much.  Bye for now.
Remember, if there is a question you don’t know how to answer,

 take down their name, (and possibly email) and

 let them know that you will get back to them with the answer!

