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WHY THIS WORKSHOP 

Since the advent of effective antiretroviral therapy (ART) for HIV/AIDS, biomedical 

and behavioral science advances have contributed to:  longer lives for people living 

with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA); enhanced coping and quality of life; and reducing HIV 

transmission behaviors. However, new challenges and opportunities have emerged. For 

example, upon learning their HIV status, many PLWHA reduce their risk behaviors; 

yet, a significant minority still report unprotected behaviors and need additional help 

to sustain risk reduction over their lifetime. Then comes the reproductive health needs, 

clearly there is a need for tools for women out there to use in order to protect 

themselves from HIV and fulfill the desire to conceive. With this in mind there has 

been a growing set of risk reduction interventions for PLWHA with proven efficacy.  

The current menu of interventions does not address all needs nor reach all those who 

require risk-reduction assistance.  

Currently with a positive outcome on the proof of concept on microbicides clinical 

trials, it is even more important to provide the community of PLWHA with 

information and updates on products that could potentially improve their sexual and 

reproductive health. Advocacy efforts for prevention in general need to escalate from 

many fronts, including from communities of people living with HIV , not only as 

potential end users but to harness the energies that have taken place so far on treatment 

to include prevention. This workshop fulfills the GCM objectives of capacity building , 

building networks of advocates for HIV prevention and engaging positive women in the 

prevention agenda. It certainly is underpinned by the fact that if we have to turn the tide 

against the epidemic we need to focus more on prevention and certainly on positive 

prevention. Such is prevention diplomacy that is building up in the field from many 

fronts.  
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