




September 12, 2007

The Honorable Barack Obama

The Honorable Olympia Snowe

United States Senate



United States Senate

713 Hart Building



154 Russell Building

Washington, DC  20510


Washington, DC  20510

The Honorable Janice D. Schakowsky
The Honorable Christopher Shays

U.S. House of Representatives

U.S. House of Representatives

1027 Longworth Building


1126 Longworth Building

Washington, DC  20515


Washington, DC  20515

Dear Senators Obama and Snowe and Representatives Schakowsky and Shays:

As representatives of communities dedicated to the development and widespread availability of microbicides to prevent the spread of HIV, we applaud the National Institutes of Health’s recent announcement that it will establish a new microbicide branch at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

While this is a very welcome development in the effort to develop safe and reliable microbicides for HIV prevention, it does not diminish the need for Congress to pass the Microbicide Development Act (MDA).  As the MDA’s congressional sponsors, we look forward to continuing to work with you to advance this critically important legislation in Congress and have it enacted into law.

The continued importance of the MDA resides in the role it will play in ensuring the coordination of scientific research and clinical testing of microbicides within and among all of the relevant federal agencies – the National Institutes of Health, the Agency for International Development, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Such coordination, coupled with steady funding for microbicide development and the required clinical trials, is essential to efficient development of effective microbicides.   Nations that participate in clinical trials, such as South Africa, Tanzania, and others must be assured that research begun in their communities will be funded until it is completed.  The MDA will help establish the sustained and focused institutional commitment and allocation of a reasonable and reliable level of resources that is vital to truly productive microbicide research and development.  Finally, enactment of the MDA will be clear and lasting evidence to the relevant governmental agencies that funding research on microbicides is a priority and that Congress is interested and will engage in continued oversight of microbicide programs.  

As you know, women and girls increasingly bear the brunt of the HIV/AIDS epidemic worldwide, yet there are no viable prevention options they can initiate to protect themselves from infection, particularly married women faithful to their husbands.  
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Microbicides represent perhaps the best hope in the foreseeable future for many women in the developing world to protect themselves and their newborns from HIV infection.  Consequently, the US Government’s effort to assist in the development of microbicides for HIV prevention must be as focused, sustained, efficient, and collaborative as possible – all objectives that will be substantially furthered by the MDA.  

Thank you for your ongoing leadership on the issue of microbicides and your tireless efforts to stem the spread of HIV/AIDS worldwide.  We look forward to working with you to continue to push for timely passage of the Microbicide Development Act in the 110th Congress.  

Sincerely,

A Church 4 Me: Metropolitan Community Church- Chicago, Il
ACT-UP Philadelphia- PA

Advocates for Youth- Washington, DC

African American Women Evolving, Inc.- Chicago, IL

AIDS Action Baltimore- Baltimore, MD

AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts- Boston, MA

AIDS Action Council - Washington, DC

AIDS Alabama- Birmingham, AL

AIDS Alliance for Children- Youth & Families- Washington, DC

AIDS Alliance for Faith and Health (AAFH)- Atlanta, GA

AIDS Foundation of Chicago- Chicago, IL

AIDS Network- Madison, WI

AIDS Project Los Angeles- Los Angeles, CA

AIDS Services of Dallas- Dallas, TX

AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland- Cleveland, OH

AIDS Treatment Activists Coalition (ATAC)- West Hollywood, CA

AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC)- New York, NY

Alliance for Microbicide Development- Silver Spring, MD

American Academy of HIV Medicine- Washington, DC

American Medical Student Association- Reston, VA

American Social Health  Association- Washington, DC

amFAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research- New York, NY
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care - Akron, OH

Association of Reproductive Health Professionals (ARHP)- Washington, DC

Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV)- Chicago, IL

Bienestar Human Services, Inc- Los Angeles, CA

Brothers Uplifting Brothers, Inc.- Merrillville, IN

California Microbicide Initiative (CaMI)

CAVDA-Citizens AIDS Project- Mount Prospect, IL
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Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE)- Takoma Park, MD

CHAIN (Community HIV/Hepatitis Advocates of Iowa Network)- West Des Moines, IA

Chicago Black Gay Men's Caucus – Chicago, IL 

Chicago Women and Girls HIV Prevention Coalition- Chicago, IL 

Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP)- Providence, RI

Concern Conscience International- Lagos, Nigeria

Connecticut Microbicides NOW- New Haven, CT

Design Industries Foundation Fighting Aids/Kansas City- Kansas City, MO

Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation- Washington, DC

EngenderHealth- New York, NY

Families' and Children's AIDS Network (FCAN)- Chicago, IL

Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC)- New York, NY

Global Action for Children- Washington, DC

Global AIDS Alliance- Washington, DC

Global Campaign for Microbicides- Washington, DC

Global Girls Inc.- Chicago, IL

Guttmacher Institute- Washington, DC

Health GAP (Global Access Project), Philadelphia, PA

HIV/AIDS Policy L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center- Los Angeles, CA
HIVictorious, Inc. - Madison, Wisconsin

Housing Works, Inc – New York City, NY
Housing Works, Inc Washington, DC Office

Ibis Reproductive Health- Cambridge, MA

Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health- Chicago, IL 

Illinois Planned Parenthood Council- Springfield, IL 
Immune Enhancement Project- San Francisco, CA

International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, New York City, NY

International Center for Research on Women- Washington, DC 

International Partnership for Microbicides- Silver Spring, MD

International Women's Health Coalition, New York, NY

Jamaica AIDS Support for Life (JASL)- Jamaica 

Junior League of Los Angeles- Los Angeles, CA 

Legacy Community Health Services - Houston, TX

Mennonite Central Committee - Washington, DC

Metropolitan Community Churches National Office- Abilene, TX
Minnesota AIDS Project- Minneapolis, MN

National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors- Washington, DC

National Association of People with AIDS- Silver Spring, MD

National Coalition of 100 Black Women Inc.- Los Angeles, CA

National Council of Jewish Women- Washington, DC

National Institute for Reproductive Health- New York, NY

National Minority AIDS Council- Washington, DC
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National Women's Health Network- Washington, DC

Needle Exchange Program of Asheville- Asheville, NC,

New York AIDS Coalition- New York, NY 

Ohio AIDS Coalition- Columbus, OH

Open Door Clinic- Elgin,IL

Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative- Chicago, Il

Pennsylvania Campaign for Microbicides- Philadelphia, PA

Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force- Pittsburgh, PA 

Planned Parenthood of North Texas, TX

Population Council- New York, NY

ReProtect, Inc.- Baltimore MD

San Francisco AIDS Foundation, San Francisco, CA

Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS) Washington, DC

SisterLove, Inc.- Atlanta, GA

SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Health Collective- Atlanta, GA

South Carolina Campaign to End AIDS (SC-C2EA), Columbia, SC

South Suburban HIV/AIDS Regional Coalition- Ford Heights, IL

The AIDS Institute- Washington, DC

The Health Federation of Philadelphia- Philadelphia, PA
The Praxis Project- Washington, DC

The Well Project- Atlanta- GA

The Women's Collective- Washington, DC

TPAN Test Positive Aware Network- Chicago, IL

Treatment Action Group- New York, NY

Western North Carolina AIDS Project- Asheville, NC

Women's HIV Collaborative of New York, NY 

WORLD- Oakland, California 

