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Morella Introduces HIV / STD Microbicides Development Legislation

Congresswoman Connie Morella yesterday introduced The Microbicides Development Act of 2001, H.R. 2405.  This legislation would promote the development of microbicides, a new technology for use by women to prevent sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and HIV. 

Congresswoman Morella said, "This week, the United Nations convened a special session of the U.N. General Assembly to address how to combat the spreading HIV / AIDS pandemic.  Women now represent the fastest growing group of new HIV infections in the United States, and the position of women in developing societies will be a critical factor in shaping the course of the AIDS pandemic." 

Microbicides are a new class of gels and creams that women can use, like today=s spermicides, to prevent the spread of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases.  H.R. 2405 authorizes and encourages an increase in federal investment of critical microbicides research, from $35 million annually to $75 million.  With sufficient commitment, a microbicide could be available around the world within five years.

"Public health advocates around the world are convinced that microbicides could have a significant impact on HIV / AIDS and STDs," said Congresswoman Morella.  "Through the work of the National Institutes of Health, non-profit research institutions, and the private sector, a number of microbicide technologies are poised for successful development.  However, these products can only be brought to market if the federal government helps support critical safety and efficacy testing."

The Congresswoman added, "Microbicides will give women all over the world a new option for protecting themselves against the ravages of HIV and other STDs.  Women need and deserve access to these prevention methods."

Congresswoman Morella said, "Public funds are needed to fill in the gaps in the research and development process, and to create incentives for greater investment by private industry.  With federal leadership and funding, a microbicide could be available within five years.  We must strengthen women's immediate ability to protect themselves."

