In Women’s Hands: A Film on Women, HIV, and Hope

A short film on microbicides

Kimberly was 21 and in college in the U.S.  Little did she know that her boyfriend was HIV positive.  After donating blood she learned that her decision to not use a condom with him one night would change her life forever. 

Just across the ocean in the U.K., a similar decision would leave 18 year-old Hyshana with a sexually transmitted infection – 

a reality that many young women now face. 

In South Africa, Virginia lives in rural Kwazulu Natal with her two children, and waits for her husband for months at a time to return from his job hundreds of miles away.  When he returns, she can’t possibly ask him to use a condom for that would mean she was questioning his fidelity.  
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For well over a decade, HIV has quietly but steadily claimed women’s lives.  Today, nearly 50% of all people living with HIV/AIDS are women.  According to the United Nations, globally, young women and girls are more susceptible to HIV than men and boys, with studies showing they can be 2.5 times more likely to be HIV-infected as their male counterparts.  Their vulnerability is primarily due to inadequate knowledge about AIDS, insufficient access to HIV prevention services, inability to negotiate safer sex, and a need for more female-initiated prevention methods, such as microbicides.

Microbicides (mī-KRO′-bĭ-sīdz) are a new class of products under development that a woman could use vaginally to protect herself and her partner from HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STI).  In the absence of support from large pharmaceutical companies, progress in microbicide research depends on mobilizing political will for public investment into research and eventual access.
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In the spring of 2004 the Global Campaign partnered with Emmy Award winning Laughing Dog Productions to create a film to tell the story of the need for microbicides.  Filmed in the United States, South Africa, and the United Kingdom, In Women’s Hands depicts several communities around the world to demonstrate the universality of women’s vulnerability to HIV/STIs.  This film conveys the complicated process of microbicides development by carrying the audience from locations where bench science is taking place to clinical trial sites.  The personal stories portrayed in In Women’s Hands, stories like those of Kimberly, Hyshana and Virginia, speak to the need for microbicides, illustrate their potential impact, and provide an inspiration for action. 
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Host a Film Screening!

Hosting a film screening of In Women’s Hands is a great way to introduce your community to the issue of microbicides.  A Discussion Guide is included with each copy of the film to help facilitate group discussions and Q&A sessions.
Order Your Copy Today!
Copies of In Women’s Hands, complete with a Discussion Guide, can be purchased through the Global Campaign for Microbicides website at www.global-campaign.org.  The film is available both in English and Spanish. 

For those interested in large bulk orders or those who reside in the Global South (developing world) and would like to request a copy free of charge, please contact Katie West at info@global-campaign.org.
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