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Every day 14,000 adults become newly infected with HIV. Half of them are women.

Approximately 40 million people are living with HIV, 70% are in Sub-Saharan Africa.

The statistics are staggering. But there is hope.
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In 2002, writer Paula Bock and photographer Betty Udesen of The Seattle Times traveled to Zimbabwe to get a first hand look at the reality of HIV/AIDS.  The resulting photo-essay, In Her Mother’s Shoes, portrays the personal struggles against AIDS in Zimbabwe. The article tells the story of Martha, one of the 11 million AIDS orphans in Sub-Saharan Africa, who must now face a world where women have little options to protect themselves from becoming yet another statistic. 

The article is a gripping visual representation of women’s acute vulnerabilities and the role that new prevention technologies, such as microbicides, could play in reducing women’s risk.  Microbicides are a class of products that could help prevent sexual transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections when applied topically.  Microbicides could offer women a new option to protect themselves without relying on a male partner. 
In 2004, the Global Campaign for Microbicides worked closely with Bock, Udesen and The Seattle Times to adapt this remarkable photo-essay for a traveling exhibit so that others could break through the mind-numbing statistics that often serve as barriers to understanding and action. The story was coupled with information about the limited options young women have to protect themselves and the impact that microbicides could have.  

The result - Giving Women Power Over AIDS – is a museum-quality, traveling exhibit that portray the beautiful photographs of Betty Udesen and the compelling words of Paula Bock, alongside up to date information on the state of microbicides research and development.  The exhibit is designed to educate the public and policymakers worldwide about the nature of women’s HIV prevention needs and urge them to take action.  There are three versions of the exhibit that are touring throughout the U.S., Europe, and Canada. 
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Host the Giving Women Power Over AIDS Exhibit! 

The exhibit is designed to travel to community centers, public libraries, universities, and museums.  It is comprised of ten doublesided panels that are 6 feet tall.  

Hosting an exhibit event is an excellent way to educate your community about microbicides and galvanize support for microbicides research and development.  Since October 2004, the U.S. exhibit has toured to numerous venues including: 

International House of Philadelphia

University of Washington

Seattle Art Museum (pictured above)
Seattle Public Library 

The Morehouse School of Medicine, Atlanta

The Nacoochee Presbyterian Church, Georgia

Emory University School of Public Health 

Yale University

Connecticut State Capitol Building

Hartford City Hall

United Nation's Visitors Lobby, New York City

National Association of People with AIDS' Staying Alive Conference, Hollywood, CA

Harborview Medical Center, Seattle

Los Angeles City Hall

Harvard University
Accompanying the exhibit is a complete “How To Guide” that explains everything you need to do to plan and publicize an event.  To get involved in planning an exhibit event in your city or to get involved in microbicides activities that are already taking place, contact us!
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For more information about the exhibit, please visit www.global-campaign.org/exhibit.htm
To view the full article “In Her Mother’s Shoes” go to www.seattletimes.com/aids
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United States


Katie West, Global Campaign for Microbicides, at 202-822-0033 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:kwest@path-dc.org" ��kwest@path-dc.org�





Europe


Arwa Meijer, Global Campaign for Microbicides, at +32 (2) 507 1229 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:ameijer@path.org" ��ameijer@path.org�





Canada


Shaleena Theophilus, Canadian AIDS Society, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Shaleena@cdnaids.ca" ��Shaleena@cdnaids.ca�
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