Party for Hope

In honor of World AIDS Day, the Northwest Microbicide Coalition (NWMC), the Washington-based arm of the Global Campaign for Microbicides, hosted a Party for Hope on December 8, 2007. Designed to be an evening of celebration and information-sharing about HIV/AIDS and microbicides, the event was held in collaboration with 
community-based organizations, community members, artists, and advocates at Waid’s Haitian Cuisine Bar & Lounge—a locale that is known for bring community members together.
Over 120 people attended this event and enjoyed a wonderful program including:

· Performance by Martin ‘N Terry, Seattle-based singer from Burkina Faso
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Performances by Lora Chiorah-Dye and Sukutai Zimbabwean Music and Dance Troupe

· Comments from David Loud, Community Liaison of Congressman Jim McDermott
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Showing of “In Women’s Hands”, a short film about HIV/AIDS and microbicides 


· Speech by Michele Peake-Andrasik, Ph.D. University of Washington, Black Leadership Council

· Brief comments about the NWMC by Jessica Cohen, Coordinator of NWMC and Program Officer at PATH
· Complimentary Haitian food
· Resource tables with information from participating co-sponsors
Over 90 signatures were collected on the GCM petition, and participants actively engaged with representatives of co-sponsoring organizations focusing on health promotion, community empowerment, capacity-building, and HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment
The evening was emceed by Reverend Mary Diggs-Hobson, Cofounder and Executive Director of African Americans Reach and Teach Health (AARTH) Ministry, and Peter Masundire, President of AARTH Board of Directors

Eight organizations co-sponsored, this event, including: People of Color Against AIDS Network (POCAAN), African Americans Reach and Teach Health (AARTH) Ministries, Planned Parenthood of Western Washington, PATH, HIV Vaccine Trials Unit, Center for MultiCultural Health, BABES Network-YWCA and Covenant Missions International.
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Party for Hope Cast (left to right): Mary Diggs-Hobson (AARTH), Frances Walker (NWMC), Michele Peake-Andrasik (UW, Black Leadership Council), Christine Carlson (NWMC, Planned Parenthood), Jennifer Foster (NWMC, Center for AIDS and STD), Jessica Cohen (NWMC, PATH), David Garcia (NWMC, HIV Vaccine Trials Unit), Kim Louis (NWMC, HIV Vaccine Trials Unit), Peter Masundire (AARTH)
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Audience enjoying the dance performance
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