Resources and Tools for

Advocates and Researchers
There is a huge range of materials available to many types of advocates and researchers in different settings.  Here are just a few examples…
If you were: 

A South African women’s health advocate working on women-initiated options

· www.PreventionNow.net for a focus on the female condom 
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AMAG listserve and website  
www.global-campaign.org/amag.htm
· NHVMAG website to learn what others have done.  http://nhv-mag.org
· GCM website:  Regional Activities www.global-campaign.org
· GCM factsheet #4: 
Gender Equality in AIDS prevention 
· GCM factsheet #11: Microbicides will help protect human, reproductive & sexual rights
· GCM factsheet #22:  What women and men think about microbicides?
A Community liaison officer in Kenya talking about the basics of microbicides
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Visit the GCM download centre to find: 

· Standardised presentation 
· Low literacy brochure

· Factsheet #2: Questions and Answers about microbicides

· Factsheet on research in Kenya
· GCM#4: Who is who in the Microbicides field

· Alliance for Microbicide Development database for updates on the research and sign up for their weekly news Digest www.microbicide.org   
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The Global Campaign for
Microbicides is a broad-
based, international
coalition of organisations
working to accelerate
access to new HIV
prevention options.

Click on your region to learn more
‘about microbicide advocacy in your
community.
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A Swedish AIDS advocate talking to policymakers about investing more money 
· Exhibit – Giving Women Power Over AIDS
· Film – In Women’s Hands
· GCM Download centre:

· Factsheet #15 Tracking EU investment
· Series of briefing papers to answer policymakers’ questions

· HIVResourceTracking.org shows who has invested in microbicides and vaccines
· Regional coordinators in every region – get in touch with GCM via website or info@global-campaign.org
An Indian researcher explaining the science of microbicides to an advocacy audience.

· [image: image4.jpg]


Preview of GCM’s new on-line / CDRom course – to be launched in August 2008.  
· Features information on science, trials, need/use, access
· GCM Factsheets  in Hindi. 
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through a rigorous set of evaluations and tests
in the laboratory before regulators will approve
clinical triels in human beings.

Investigators design these early studies,
known as pre-clinical research, to make sure
that the active ingredient works against HIV
and that its benefits to human beings are
likely to outweigh any potential harm.

Laboratory Testing
In the laboratory, investigators test in vitro iterally ‘in glass”, like a test
tube), to address the following questions:

Possible Bensfit

Possible Harm

potential new drug or treatment must go

Will the microbicide work against HIV? If 50, how well?
Will the microbicide work against other STis?

Is there any toxicity or harm to human cells?

Might the microbicide have a negative effect on healthy tissue, such
as vaginal flora, the vagina's natural protective environment?

Could the microbicide damage a latex condom?

Could the microbicide activate an immune response in the body?

Is there a risk for HIV to become resistant to the microbicide?
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A Toronto based gay men’s health advocate presenting about new prevevention technologies 

· IRMA website for detailed information and listserve www.rectalmicrobicides.org 
· GCM’s standardised presentation and factsheets on rectal microbicides in English and French 
· AVAC website to get the timeline of upcoming trials and information on a range of technologies - www.avac.org
· www.prepwatch.org for the latest on pre-exposure prophylaxis
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A Microbicides 2008 participant who wants to network at the conference

Come along to the advocates’ corner for… 
· Information on advocacy efforts already taking place

· Somewhere to disseminate information about your work

· A place to meet to discuss your local or regional advocacy initiatives in your region or elsewhere around the world

· Somewhere to chill out and take a break

· Skills building sessions on hot topics in microbicides advocacy
Summary of featured groups and websites

	African Microbicide Advocacy Group (AMAG)  
	www.global-campaign.org/amag.htm 

	AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition
	www.avac.org

	Alliance for Microbicide Development
	www.microbicide.org

	Global Campaign for Microbicides (GCM)  
	www.global-campaign.org

	HIV Vaccines and Microbicides Resource Tracking Working Group
	http://HIVResourceTracking.org

	International Rectal Microbicides Advocates
	www.rectalmicrobicides.org 

	Nigeria HIV Vaccine and Microbicide Advocacy Group (NHVMAG)
	http://nhv-mag.org 

	Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
	www.prepwatch.org 

	Prevention Now! Female condom advocacy
	www.PreventionNow.net 


