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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN RECOGNIZES DC AREA POLICY LEADER ON 2004 “SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 50” LIST
Polly Harrison Selected for Work in Microbicide Development
Silver Spring, MD – Polly Harrison, Director of the Alliance for Microbicide Development, has been named by Scientific American magazine as a Policy Leader within the 2004 Scientific American 50 – the magazine’s prestigious annual list recognizing outstanding acts of leadership in science and technology from the past year.

Announced today, the Scientific American 50 appears in the magazine’s December issue, arriving on newsstands November 23. The complete list may also be accessed on the magazine’s website at www.scian.com. Scientific American 50 winners will be honored November 16 at a celebration taking place at the New York Academy of Sciences in New York City.

Said Editor-In-Chief John Rennie, “Scientific American believes strongly that the best hope for a safer, healthier, more prosperous world rests in the enlightened use of technology. The Scientific American 50 is our annual opportunity to salute the people and organizations making that possible through their outstanding efforts as leaders of research, industry and policymaking.”

Selected by the magazine’s Board of Editors with the help of distinguished outside advisors, the Scientific American 50 spotlights a Research Leader of the Year, a Business Leader of the Year and a Policy Leader of theYear. The list also recognizes research, business and policy leaders in various technological categories including Agriculture, Chemicals & Materials, Communications, Computing, Energy, Environment, Medical Treatments and more.

Polly Harrison has been named Policy Leader in the Public Health and Epidemiology category because of her work over the last year as Director of the Alliance for Microbicide Development, a nonprofit organization founded in 1998 to speed work on microbicides, a range of products, potentially in gel, cream, film or suppository form, being developed to prevent transmission of HIV and other sexually-transmitted infections when applied topically.

Dr. Harrison said, “I am so honored by this nomination. It is important not just to me but to the many scientists, product developers, and advocates who have been working long and hard against considerable odds to make this new technology happen."

Past Scientific American 50 winners for 2002 and 2003 have included Roderick MacKinnon, Professor of Molecular Neurobiology and Biophysics (2003 Research Leader of the Year, as well as winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize for Chemistry); Burt Rutan, President, Scaled Composites (2003 Aerospace/Business Leader); Gro Harlem Brundtland, former World Health Organization Secretary General (2003 Policy Leader of the Year); Jeffrey Immelt, Chairman and CEO, General Electric Company (2002 General Technology/Business Leader); and Steven Jobs, CEO Apple (2002 Communications/ Business Leader). Founded in 1845, editorial contributors to Scientific American have included over 100 Nobel laureates, among them Albert Einstein, Neils Bohr, Francis Crick, Stanley Prusiner and Harold Varmus.

The Alliance for Microbicide Development is a global coalition of representatives from biopharmaceutical companies, nonprofit research institutions, and health advocacy groups. It is the authoritative source of information on microbicide development, convener of dialogue on key policy issues, educator about the public health potential of microbicides, and advocate for the resources needed to develop them. For more information, go to www.microbicide.org.
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