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U.S. SENATE INTRODUCES Microbicide DEVELOPMENT act of 2005
Senators Corzine, Obama and Snowe Introduce Legislation Key to HIV Prevention
Washington, DC (March 8, 2005) -- The Alliance for Microbicide Development and the Global Campaign for Microbicides are pleased to announce the introduction of the “Microbicide Development Act of 2005.” The bill was introduced in the U.S. Senate by Senators Jon Corzine (D-NJ), Barack Obama (D-IL) and Olympia Snowe (R-ME) to coincide with International Women’s Day. 

The bill seeks to establish a Microbicide Research and Development Unit at the National Institutes of Health and strengthen microbicide activity at USAID and the Centers for Disease Control. Named one of the "10 most promising biotechnologies for improving global health," microbicides are a class of products currently under development that women could apply topically to prevent transmission of HIV and other infections. Microbicides could come in a variety of forms, including gels, creams or rings that would release the drug slowly over days or weeks. 

HIV infection rates among women have risen dramatically in recent years. Biologically, women are more than twice as susceptible to HIV as men. This vulnerability is exacerbated by widespread social inequality and poverty that make it difficult for women in many developing countries to insist upon condom use, abstinence or faithfulness with older or more powerful men. In fact, some women who get infected with HIV have only one sexual partner: their husbands. For women in many parts of the world, being poor and young are the most significant risk factors for acquiring HIV infection.

The feminization of the epidemic calls for a comprehensive approach to HIV/AIDS that includes prevention, treatment and care, as well as research into new prevention technologies such as microbicides. In addition, no existing HIV prevention method also allows conception. Microbicides are being developed to allow women to both conceive children and protect themselves from HIV.

The microbicide field has built an extraordinary amount of scientific momentum, with several first-generation candidates entering large-scale human trials around the world. At the same time, new products, based upon recent advances in HIV treatment, are already well into safety trials. Given current scientific advancements, and the identification of a number of potential microbicidal agents, an effective microbicide could be developed by the end of the decade, and once available, could well change the course of the AIDs epidemic.

“No one can ignore the ruinous impact that the AIDS epidemic is having on families, economies
and whole societies around the world. Alarmingly, the face of AIDS has become increasingly 
female as women now account for over half of the individuals infected with HIV globally,” said 
Polly Harrison, Director of the Alliance for Microbicide Development. “The Microbicide 
Development Act, if passed, can provide a huge boost to getting a product into the hands of 
women.”

Co-sponsors of the Microbicide Development Act of 2005 include: Senators Jon Corzine 
(D-NJ), Barack Obama (D-IL), Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Richard Durbin (D-IL), Patrick 
Leahy (D-VT), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Charles Schumer (D-NY), Ted Kennedy (D-
MA), Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY), 
Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), and Chris Dodd (D-Conn).

“Current prevention options – whereby women have to rely on their male partners to be faithful or to use condoms – are not enough,” said U.S. Senator Jon S. Corzine. “HIV prevention strategies must recognize women's needs and vulnerabilities. Microbicides achieve that by protecting women from disease by disrupting the transmission of pathogens that cause AIDS and other infections.”

Senator Obama said, “Over the last few years, it’s become clear that women are rapidly becoming the new face of the AIDS epidemic. Each day, 7,000 women are infected with HIV, and in 2003 African-American women contracted the disease at a rate twenty times greater than white women and five times greater than Latinas. But today, the world is within reach of a revolutionary advance that could ultimately save a generation of women. When fully developed, experts predict that these microbicides could stop 2.5 million infections over three years in women, men, and infants. The AIDS epidemic has already ravaged the lives of far too many across the globe. And as the threat to women everywhere rises, we must do anything and everything we can to protect our population and prevent the spread of HIV. Microbicides are not a ‘maybe someday’ project. This is now. And if we agree to this relatively small commitment, in just a short time we will see big results.”

International Women's Day is an occasion marked by women's groups around the world and is also commemorated at the United Nations

The Alliance for Microbicide Development is a global, non-profit organization whose sole mission is to speed the development of safe, effective, and affordable microbicides to prevent sexually transmitted infections, most critically HIV/AIDS. The Alliance envisions a world in which all individuals have the power and tools they require to protect themselves from HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. http://www.microbicide.org
The Global Campaign for Microbicides is an international movement of activists, citizens and non profit organizations dedicated to accelerating access to new HIV prevention tools, especially for women. http://www.global-campaign.org 
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