Senate Microbicides Act

November 30, 2001
Senate Introduction of Microbicides Development Act

U.S. Senator John Corzine (D-NJ) introduced the Microbicide Development Act of 2002 in the United States Senate on Friday, November 30. Joining Senator Corzine in sponsoring the bill were Senators Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Christopher Dodd (D-CT), and Patrick Leahy (D-VT). 

The Act calls for four items: First, the establishment of a microbicide program at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to expand and coordinate research and development activities across various institutes and to ensure implementation of a five-year strategic plan in this area; second, the establishment of Microbicide Research and Development Teams at NIH; third, the development of reports from both NIH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to Congress on their progress toward microbicide development; and fourth, coordination by NIH and CDC with other federal agencies working in the field. 

At present, 55 possible microbicides are in the research pipeline and potentially work in three ways. They kill or otherwise immobilize pathogens; they block infection by creating a barrier between the pathogen and the vagina or rectum; or they prevent the infection from taking hold after it has entered the body. 

Offering the potential to curb the spread of HIV by killing the virus, microbicides come in a variety of forms, including gels and creams. Because existing prevention methods utilized by sexually active persons for the prevention of HIV transmission—such as condoms and mutual monogamy—depend upon the cooperation of a male partner, microbicides offer an option for women to proactively protect themselves when partner negotiation is not possible. 

In introducing the bill, Senator Corzine said, "This act could save millions of lives within a decade." Further stressing the preventative nature of the bill, he continued, "STDs and HIV are producing serious and costly epidemics of infectious disease throughout the world. Federal support for microbicide research and development is crucial if we are to produce another form of prevention." 

The introduction of the Senate bill coincides with World AIDS Day on December 1 and mirrors similar legislation introduced in June in the United States House of Representatives by Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD). Congresswoman Morella also played a pivotal role in educating her Senate colleagues about the importance of more microbicide research and development. Nearly 40 Republican and Democrat members support the House version of the bill. 

For more information on microbicides, visit the Web site of the Global Campaign for Microbicides at http://www.global-campaign.org. 

