World AIDS Day

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thursday, November 29, 2001 
	Contact:Thaler Pekar
914-833-7093

Stefanie Spina
212-229-0540 


Senators Introduce Microbicides Development Act on World AIDS Day To Address Women's Need for HIV Prevention Option

With HIV rapidly becoming a "women's epidemic," US Senators will introduce legislation on Friday, November 30 aimed at jump-starting federal efforts to prevent HIV infection among women. The legislative initiative is being led by Senator Jon Corzine, Democrat of New Jersey. The Microbicides Development Act of 2002 calls for redoubling of effort at the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control to develop microbicides, a class of products that can prevent transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases in women and their partners. The bill was introduced by Senator Corzine, with the support of Senators Olympia Snowe (Rep-Maine), Maria Cantwell (Dem-Washington), Chris Dodd (Dem-Connecticut) and Patrick Leahy (Dem-Vermont). Representative Connie Morella introduced a similar measure in June in the House and is supported by nearly 40 House Republicans and Democrats. 

This act could save millions of lives within a decade," said Senator Corzine. "STDs and HIV are producing serious and costly epidemics of infectious disease throughout the world. Federal support for microbicide research and development is crucial if we are going to produce another form of prevention."

"If Congress adopts this bill and acts on it," explained Lori Heise, Executive Director of the Global Campaign for Microbicides, "they provide the perfect answer to the questions asked by this year's theme for World AIDS Day - 'I care…Do you?'  Congress will prove they care.  They'll take a dramatic step in the fight against AIDS."

More than 6,300 women worldwide become newly infected with HIV everyday. In hard-hit towns in Kenya and Zambia, 15-24% of 15-19 year old girls are already infected, compared to 4% of their male peers. Existing prevention options -- condoms and mutual monogamy -- depend upon cooperation of a male partner. Many women are unable or unwilling to risk jeopardizing their relationship by demanding that their partner use a condom -- they fear economic abandonment, accusations of infidelity, violence and loss of trust. 

The majority of women who become HIV-infected have only one partner -- their husband. Public health officials increasingly realize that a female-controlled HIV-prevention method -- something that women can use with or without the consent of their partners -- is vital to controlling the epidemic and preventing its spread among women and their children.

Microbicides could be produced in many forms, including gels and creams. Some products being investigated would prevent pregnancy as well as HIV and other STDs, while others do not affect fertility. Microbicides are likely to be available over the counter, so they can be more readily distributed, and are likely to be inexpensive. In preventing HIV, many see microbicides as an important compliment to the condom and the HIV vaccines that are also currently under research and development. 

According to the Alliance for Microbicide Development, 55 microbicides are in the research pipeline. Five international scientific meetings have stated that within five years it would be possible to produce an effective microbicide.  Women surveyed in the US and around the world have said they would use such a product.  Without adequate funding and political will nothing will happen.   Fearing little profit, large pharmaceutical companies have so far expressed little interest in microbicides so government funding is critical.  Yet the US government invests only 1% of its AIDS research dollars into microbicides.

Senator Corzine's Microbicides Development Act of 2002 is the only piece of AIDS-related legislation introduced to coincide with World AIDS Day 2001.  The Act calls for:

· The establishment of a microbicide program at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), to expand and coordinate research and development activities across Institutes and to ensure implementation of a five-year strategic plan in this area. 

· Establishment of Microbicide Research and Development Teams at the NIH, 

· Reporting to Congress from both the NIH and CDC on their progress toward microbicide development. 

· Coordination by the NIH and CDC with other federal agencies working in this field. 

· Appropriated sums as necessary for fiscal year 2002-2004 to accomplish the above.

The Global Campaign for Microbicides is a broad-based international effort designed to accelerate the widespread introduction and use of microbicides.  With over 70 partner organizations worldwide, the Campaign works to accelerate product development, facilitate access, protect the public interest, and represent the needs and interests of end users.

The Alliance for Microbicide Development is a consortium of representatives from 40 biopharmaceutical companies, 39 nonprofit research institutions, and representatives from 38 advocacy groups, all dedicated to the development of topical microbicides for the prevention of sexually transmitted infections, importantly including the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

