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HVTN 503 (Phambili STUDY)

• Sister study to HVTN 502
• The STEP Study – a Test-of-

Concept
– Address efficacy in

• Subtype B regions
• Predominantly MSM 

populations
• Phambili was designed to 

address efficacy in
• Subtype C region of 

RSA
• Predominantly 

heterosexual 
populations

• 50% women enrolment



Study Sites

Current HVTN site

New sites added



Outline

• Evidence base
• Timelines
• Precedent from other studies
• Consultation
• National Policy considerations



Cochrane Review of HIV and Circumcision in 
High Risk Heterosexual Men

Siegfried et al. Lancet Infect Dis 2005



HIV Prevalence by age in circumcised and 
uncircumcised men. Rakai, Uganda
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Effects of MC appear long lasting
Kelly et al AIDS 1999



Effect of MC on HIV Incidence: 3 RCTs

Risk ratio
.15 .2 .3 .4 .5 1 1.5

Risk ratio
(95% CI)

0.40 (0.24,0.68)South Africa

0.41 (0.24,0.70)Kenya

0.49 (0.28,0, 0.84)Uganda

0.43 (0.32,0.58)Summary RCTs (95% CI)

Bailey R IAS 2007



Phambili timelines
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Location of Studies of Acceptability

Thirteen studies 
from nine sub-
Saharan African 
countries

Bailey R IAS 2007



Public Sector Circumcisions CHB



Local Expertise





Implementing at the Trial Site / Facilities



Circumcision
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